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What dates will the airport be closed in 2027?
The Aspen/Pitkin County Airport will close Sunday, April 4, 2027, at 11:00 p.m. through Friday, November 
19, 2027, at 7:00 p.m. to undergo the voter-approved infrastructure improvements to enhance safety, access, 
efficiency, and long-term operational reliability.
The 2027 closure will allow for the complete reconstruction of the existing runway to meet current Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) standards. Construction of the new commercial passenger terminal and Fixed 
Based Operator (FBO) facility will also begin in April 2027. When the new ASE runway reopens in late 2027, 
commercial operations will continue in the existing terminal until the new terminal is completed in 2029.

How is the project team ensuring construction is completed on time?
Preparatory work for the runway shift and reconstruction began summer 2026. This enabling work includes initial 
staging activities to relocate Owl Creek Road and the adjacent bike path, as well as select utility work.
The Owl Creek Trail will be shifted up to 30 feet to the west over a length of about 1,800 feet, with construction 
anticipated in mid- to late summer 2026.

How can I stay informed about the airport modernization project during the closure period?
There are several ways to stay informed about the airport modernization project during the closure:

•	 Visit the project website for real-time updates
•	 Review regular construction bulletins at aspenairport.com/construction
•	 Subscribe to the monthly airport newsletter and our Frequent Flyer project-specific newsletter
•	 Sign up for email and text alerts through PitkinAlerts
•	 Attend community briefings held during the temporary construction closure
•	 Participate in regular opportunities for public feedback

These resources are designed to keep the community informed and engaged throughout the project.

Will the terminal be finished when the runway improvements are complete?
The runway reconstruction and shift are expected to be completed by November 19, 2027. When the airport 
reopens, passengers will continue using the existing terminal. The new terminal is anticipated to be completed by 
2029, at which time the existing terminal will be deconstructed (2030).

Why does the runway need to be rebuilt?
The existing runway has reached the end of its useful life. Reconstructing it now improves reliability, meets 
current FAA safety standards and ensures ASE can continue serving the community for decades to come.

Why are we widening and shifting the runway?
The runway is being reconstructed to meet current FAA safety standards for an Airplane Design Group III (ADG 
III). Today, ASE does not meet the required 400-foot separation between the runway and taxiway centerlines. 
Widening the runway to 150 feet and shifting it approximately 80 feet west brings the airfield into compliance and 
improves safety. We currently have a 95′ wingspan limitation. When the runway is reconstructed to meet FAA 
safety standards the wingspan limitation will be less than or equal to 118′.

Why does ASE need to fully close while rebuilding the runway?
This is a complete rebuild of the runway, including an 80′ shift to the west and a widening from 100′ to 150′. The 
grades of the runway will be adjusted. The existing runway cannot be kept open during this type of construction. 
Because of the shift of the runway, all of the navigational aids will be replaced and/or moved during the 
construction. This is seen as a great opportunity to modernize the equipment and operations.

Frequently Asked Questions:

https://www.aspenairport.com/modernization/construction/
https://aspenairport.us10.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=b58c550b0dd4a26031ae6d1f0&id=9c736527b0
https://mailchi.mp/2b4aa01ef811/sign-up-for-ase-modernization-updates
https://member.everbridge.net/453003085612656/login


Where else can I fly into near Aspen while the airport is closed?
During the closure, travelers may use nearby regional airports for commercial service, including Denver 
International Airport, Grand Junction Regional Airport, Montrose Regional Airport, and Vail/Eagle County 
Regional Airport.
Rifle Garfield County Airport will also be available for general aviation (GA) flights.

Will transportation be arranged between Aspen and other airports during the 2027 closure?
Rental cars will continue to be available during the 2027 airport closure. At this time, transportation options have 
not been arranged for the 2027 runway closure.
Commercial flights will operate through nearby regional airports during the 2027 closure. Local partners in 
coordination with the airport are coordinating shuttle service, transit, rental cars and other transportation options 
to help residents, visitors, employees and businesses stay connected.

How is ASE reaching the sustainability goals?
We want to do all we can to become as energy-efficient and environmentally conscious as possible.

•	 Lighting controls with self-dimming features when direct sunlight is coming into the terminal building.
•	 Water efficient plumbing fixtures to conserve water usage.
•	 Exterior windows will have better glazing and frames to help conserve HVAC usage. 
•	 All LED, energy-efficient lighting.
•	 Mechanical upgrades for better thermal comfort, energy efficiency and Indoor Air Quality (IAQ).

Reference our sustainability initiatives here.

What is being done about noise, emissions and environmental impacts?
Those commitments remain central to the project. Community goals include reducing noise by at least 30% and 
reducing greenhouse gas and other pollutant emissions by at least 30%.
The County has also committed to continuing its voluntary air-quality monitoring program, tracking sound 
and noise levels, the Fly With Integrity program and upholding the Common Ground commitment to lowering 
greenhouse gas emissions.

What are the overall project timeline and milestones?
Anticipated over five years, from 2025 to 2029, the phased project schedule is designed to minimize impacts to 
travelers, residents and local businesses. Design work has begun with the goal of limiting a full runway closure 
to a single construction season – scheduled to start April 4, 2027. The accelerated schedule is ambitious and 
enabling work is required to meet this expected timeline.

What is the estimated cost and financial planning?
The total program cost is currently estimated at $575 million and is subject to change. Many project components 
are eligible for FAA funding; for example, the runway project may receive up to 90% of the total airfield project 
cost. Outside grant funding and revenue from the Fixed Base Operator private aviation lease will offset the 
amount of debt and local funding required from the existing airport enterprise fund. No new taxes or tax rate 
increases will be considered for this project.
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https://www.aspenairport.com/about-aspen-airport/sustainability/


Why is a bond needed?
While FAA grant funding may cover up to 90% of airside/runway costs, the project’s centerpiece is a new 
passenger terminal, which requires additional local funding without imposing any new tax or increasing any tax 
rate. On August 27, 2025, the BOCC approved a Ballot Issue Resolution to issue bonds for the Aspen/Pitkin 
County Airport Redevelopment.

How much is the bond and how will it be repaid?
To support redevelopment of the Aspen/Pitkin County Airport and construction of a new passenger terminal, 
voters approved Ballot Issue 1A during the November 4, 2025 election. The measure authorized Pitkin County 
to issue Airport revenue bonds not to exceed $340 million to help finance the project. Because the bonds are 
structured as revenue bonds, they are not repaid through property taxes and do not require any new taxes or tax 
rate increases. Instead, the bonds are to be secured and repaid from Airport Enterprise Fund revenues, including 
airport fees and charges and lease revenues, such as revenue generated through the Atlantic Aviation Fixed 
Base Operator (FBO) lease.

What are the Common Ground Recommendations?
The Common Ground Recommendations came out of the community-led ASE Vision process and established 
guiding priorities for the future of the airport. Those priorities continue to be reflected in the modernization 
project and include: safety in the air and on the ground, reducing greenhouse gas and other pollutant 
emissions by at least 30%, reducing noise by at least 30% and managing growth consistent with community 
growth-management plans.
The BOCC formally adopted the Common Ground Recommendations in 2020 and directed staff to use them as 
the foundation for future airport planning.

Why is a new terminal necessary?
The current terminal building was built in 1976 and has not structurally been upgraded. The community visioning 
process agreed to ensure the airport remains accessible and functional for all travelers. while aligning with the 
Common Ground Recommendation with #1 being a safer, cleaner and quieter airport.

How will it be more accessible and comfortable for all travelers: ADA?
•	 Restrooms redesigned to meet current ADA guidelines (including adult changing stations, wider stalls, and 

lower lavatories)
•	 Listening loop in all hold rooms tied to the PA system with higher audibility
•	 Accessible ramp redesign at terminal entrance
•	 Meet current ADA guidelines by lowering handheld devices and equipment to include charging stations
•	 Video screens at more accessible viewing angle

How does the Fixed Based Operator (FBO) contribute revenue to the Airport Fund?
In 2024, a 30-year lease agreement was signed with Atlantic Aviation as the airport’s Fixed Base Operator (FBO). 
Revenues from this agreement are estimated to start at $20 million per year with revenue growth throughout the 
term of the lease. These funds which originate from both commercial and private aviation will contribute to the 
airport’s ability to secure and repay the bonds without any new taxes or tax rate increases.

How will the project impact airport fees and costs for public airport users?
The ASE Modernization project will require an increase in charges and fees for commercial airline operators, 
such as gate and landing fees, as well as increases in parking, rental car and other vendor lease fees. The 
estimated fee increases will be based on comparable market rates.
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Three messages to remember
1.	 The work is necessary. The runway is past its useful life, the terminal is more than 50 years old, and 

modernization addresses important safety and infrastructure needs.
2.	 The community helped shape it. The project grew out of years of community engagement and the Common 

Ground Recommendations, and voters have repeatedly weighed in on the airport’s direction.
3.	 We’re building for the long term. The goal is a safer, more functional and more sustainable airport that 

preserves commercial air service while advancing community commitments around safety, noise, 
emissions and managed growth.
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